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Local educators win Prime Minister's awards

[Comnelia Naylor

staff reporter

Three Burnaby educa-
tors jetted off to Ottawa
to accept an award from
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper this week.

Cristina  Primerano,
Julie Kamiya and Marina
Giovinazzo of Brentwood
Preschool were in the
nation’s capital to accept a
certificate of excellence for
early childhood education
at the 2014 Prime Minister’s
Awards on Oct. 7.

The trio was recognized
for its innovative approach

Besides the trip, the
Prime Minister’s award
earned the Brentwood
team $5,000, to be split
between the preschool and
the teachers for profession-
al development, equipment
or resource materials.

“It was pretty amazing,
definitely hard to put in
just a few words,” Kamiya
told the NOW after the
Ottawa trip. “I think the
most amazing part of it
was meeting other inspi-
rational teachers and just
feeling their passion that
they have.”
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Among the inventive
projects highlighted in
their nomination was “The
Dark” — a project aimed at
helping kids examine their
feelings about the dark.

The teachers built a dark
space in the classroom and
collaborated with their stu-
dents on how they could
become friends with “The
Dark.”

Other unique activities
included teaching students
to use real tools, like lad-
ders and electric drills, to
build self-confidence and a
sense of responsibility.

regional
awards, earning certificates
of achievement and $1,000.

Janet Chen and Kim
Makaseff, who bring a
combined 50 years of expe-
rience to their work at the
Grace Lutheran Preschool,
were recognized with a
certificate of achievement
for early childhood educa-
tion for their play-based,
inclusive approach.

And Burnaby South
Secondary School math
teacher Amos Lee was
awarded a certificate of
achievement in teaching
excellence for his efforts
to make math learning fun
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Colour the image above for a chance to win a Family Pack of Tickets to Align Entertainment Inc’s
upcoming production of The Addam’s Family in February 2015! Submit your entry with your
name, age and phone number in person or by mail to:

Burnaby NOW
#201A-3430 Brighton Avenue,
Burnaby, BCV4A 3H4
Tickets on sale Sunday, October 19th at alignentertainment.ca
Enter the October promo code Fester for $10 off adult tickets.*
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